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AusVELS: Level 1
Historical Skills – Chronology, terms and concepts (ACHHS031, ACHHS032)

Before we go
•	 Show students a calendar and discuss 

its features. Explain how we use 
calendars to organise ourselves, using 
simple terms to denote time (e.g. ‘then’, 
‘now’, ‘yesterday’, ‘today’, ‘tomorrow’). 

•	 Ask students why a calendar would be 
useful when planning an event. Use a 
range of scenarios to prompt discussion 
(e.g. a birthday party, musical concert, 
visit to grandparents).

•	 Explain to students that they will be 
going for a walk around the local area, 
at a later time or date. Discuss what 
needs to be done to prepare for the 
walk. Mark key aspects of planning on a 
class calendar, days-of-the-week chart 
or class timetable. 

•	 On the day of the walk, review the class 
timetable, showing when the walk will 
occur and framing instructions to denote 
time (e.g. ‘leave after recess’, ‘return 
before lunch’). 

•	 Teacher note: Take photographs of 
students during the lesson, including in 
the classroom, on the walk and back 
at school, to use on the interactive 
whiteboard or as printed materials.  
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Out and about
•	 Divide students into pairs for the walk, 

to encourage discussion. 
•	 As you walk, stop students at regular 

intervals for discussion. Prompt them 
to compare what they are doing 
and observing at different points in 

time throughout the walk (e.g. in the 
classroom, school grounds, previous 
street, park).
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Key learning outcomes
Students will be able to:
•	 use a calendar when planning an event 

•	 create a timeline to visually mark a sequence of events

•	 use terms that denote time to explain a sequence of events

Suggested time
Before we go: 20 minutes
Walk: 30 minutes
When we get back: 30 minutes
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When we get back
•	 Review the class timetable and have 

students discuss what they did and 
observed before, during and after the walk.

•	 In their pairs, students discuss the walk 
and draw pictures showing its different 
aspects. Alternatively, give students 
printed photographs taken on the walk 
to discuss them and identify when they 
were taken.

•	 Create a class timeline by asking 
students to place their pictures or 
photographs in order: from before the 
walk until back at school. Discuss the 
idea of a timeline and how it helps to 
sequence events. 

•	 Using the Walk observations chart (p.3), 
students create a storyboard timeline, 
drawing a picture of what they did at 
each stage of the walk and completing 
the sentence starters (e.g. ‘Tomorrow I 
will …’). Students may focus on sharing 
their storyboard timelines with other 
students, the class or their families. 

AusVELS Level 1
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Historical Skills Chronology, terms and concepts
Sequence familiar objects and events (ACHHS031)

•	 using visual sequences of time such as a ‘days of the 
week’ chart, a class timetable or a calendar and marking 
significant dates on them

•	 creating a timeline, slideshow or story using photos

Distinguish between the past, present and 
future (ACHHS032)

•	 using terms to denote time (for example ‘then’, ‘now’, 
‘yesterday’, ‘today’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘generations’)

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:
•	 use a calendar and timetable to visualise events 

•	 sequence familiar events using a timeline

•	 distinguish between the past, present and future in a visual timeline of events 

Further connections  
Students and their families could: 
•	 create a timeline of a family event or outing 

•	 walk in the local area and discuss what they did before leaving,  
what they did during the walk and what they did when they got home

•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

Resources

•	 calendar

•	 days-of-the-week chart (optional)

•	 class timetable

•	 digital camera or smart phone 
(optional)

•	 printer (optional)

•	 drawing paper

•	 coloured pencils

•	 Walk observations chart (p.3)  
(one per pair)

www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets
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Name:

Before:

Back at school:

During:

Tomorrow:

Before the walk I …

Back at school I …

On the walk I …

Tomorrow I will …

Draw and write about the walk.

Walk observations 


